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read for a second time on the next leg-
islative day.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
DIFFERING VIEWS

Mr. REID. I apologize to the Pre-
siding Officer and all the staff, but I
have been conducting for the last hour
and a half or more a meeting in the
classified room dealing with Ukraine. I
am sorry I couldn’t be here, but I just
couldn’t because I had to conduct that
meeting.

Mr. President, the senior Senator
from Iowa is my friend, but I am quite
disappointed in my friend the senior
Senator from Iowa. This afternoon he
delivered another one of his ‘‘Alice in
Wonderland” speeches. He has deliv-
ered a few of these, but the one today
especially is a view of reality that only
exists in fairy tales.

He complains that I file too many
cloture motions. His complaint is like
that of an arsonist who complains
about having to hear the sirens of too
many fire engines.

The real reason I have had to file so
many cloture motions is because Re-
publicans have engaged in a systematic
pattern of obstruction—and not last
week, not last month, but this has been
going on for 5 years. We have come to
see this as something of the pinnacle,
the landmark, the zenith of obstruc-
tionism led by my Republican col-
leagues.

I have now had to file cloture mo-
tions during the time I have been the
majority leader more than 500 times.
Lyndon Johnson, who had the job for 6
years—I have had it a little longer
than that—only had to face one fili-
buster. I have had to deal with 500.

I don’t file cloture, as the Senator
from Iowa would like folks to think, in
this fairy tale world he believes in, I
guess, because I enjoy it. It is not
something I enjoy. It takes a lot of my
time, the staff’s time, the Senate’s
time, and the country’s time. I don’t
like to do it. I file these motions be-
cause Republicans have made it clear
that we can’t get a vote on anything
without going to cloture, and that is
basically true.

What is the solution of the Senator
from Iowa to the problem? Listen to
this. Now, this really is ‘‘Alice in Won-
derland.” He proposes it should take
longer to file. He proposes it should
take longer to file cloture. Now, that is
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some dreamland that I don’t under-
stand. He says the solution to the prob-
lem of Republican obstructionism is to
make obstruction easier.

We have on the Executive Calendar
140 nominations. We have Ambas-
sadors—there is an Executive Calendar
here someplace. The pages have
stripped all the desks of the calendars,
but they are always around. The Re-
public of Mauritania, the Republic of
Colombia—South America is a con-
tinent that has been our friend for dec-
ades—we have most all countries in Af-
rica waiting to have Ambassadors ap-
pointed: Zambia, Niger, Peru, Belize,
Albania, Angola, Palau, Cameroon, Si-
erra Leone, Lesotho, Namibia, Tan-
zania, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway,
Hungary, Iceland, U.S. Human Rights
Council.

I am not going to take more of the
staff’s time, but throughout this Exec-
utive Calendar there are about 40 Am-
bassadors—40 Ambassadors—who are
waiting to be confirmed and 35 or so
judges. Do the math yourself. That is
75 or 80 very important jobs they have
stopped.

So my friend from Iowa is living in a
dream world. I don’t know where it ex-
ists, but it doesn’t exist here in the
Senate. And his solution is to give
them more time? Can you imagine
that. This is an ‘‘Alice in Wonderland”’
speech from the Senator from Iowa,
and he should have better use of his
time than playing fairy tales in the
Senate.

The obstruction led by Republican
Senators from all over this country is
an embarrassment to our country. It is
preventing the people of this country
from getting what they need.

Now, I know people around the coun-
try are not too worried about an Am-
bassador to some foreign country, but
to our country it is important. Our for-
eign policy is important. Being able to
get work done here legislatively is im-
portant, and we have been stymied
every step of the way.

I am sorry to say my friend has
stepped over the line with his speech
here today about what a terrible thing
has happened here, that we have filed
cloture 500 times. The record speaks for
itself.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
13, 2014

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, March
13, 2014; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
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riod of morning business until 10:30
a.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, and
the time be equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees, with the Republicans
controlling the first half and the ma-
jority controlling the final half; and
that following morning business, the
Senate resume consideration of S. 1086,
the child care and development block
grant reauthorization bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Rollcall votes are ex-
pected throughout the day tomorrow in
an effort to complete action on the
child care and development block grant
bill. We are also working on an agree-
ment on the flood insurance bill. Sen-
ators will be notified when votes are
scheduled.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:43 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
March 13, 2014, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate March 12, 2014:

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

SARAH BLOOM RASKIN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE DEPUTY
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BRUCE HEYMAN, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO CANADA.

THE JUDICIARY

CAROLYN B. MCHUGH, OF UTAH, TO BE UNITED STATES
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT.

MATTHEW FREDERICK LEITMAN, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN.

JUDITH ELLEN LEVY, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MICHIGAN.

LAURIE J. MICHELSON, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MICHIGAN.

LINDA VIVIENNE PARKER, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MICHIGAN.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

JAMES H. SHELTON III, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF EDUCATION.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

FRANCE A. CORDOVA, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE DIREC-
TOR OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION FOR A
TERM OF SIX YEARS.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW
COMMISSION
HEATHER L. MACDOUGALL, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEM-

BER OF THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH RE-
VIEW COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 27, 2017.
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